
 Wendens Ambo Parish Council  
 Draft Minutes of Meeting 3rd July, 2017  

Wendens Ambo Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, Royston Road, Wendens Ambo, Essex, CB11 4JX at 
8pm.  Present:  Chairman Isobel Grant, Cllr Andrew Farrimond,  Cllr Jim Grant, Cllr Guy Morrogh. In 
Attendance: County Cllr John Moran, Parish Clerk and 4 Members of the Public.  
 
07/17/01 Chairman ’s Welcome  

Chairman Isobel Grant welcomed those present to the meeting. 

07/17/02 Apologies For Absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Ann Wade. 
Apologies for delayed arrival were received and accepted from District Cllr Julie Redfern and 
Cllr Alan Lovett. 

07/17/03 Co-option of New Councillor 
Jo Slota-Newson was co-opted onto Wendens Ambo Parish Council and completed the Notice 

of Co-option of a Parish Councillor, which was signed by the clerk. Chairman Isobel Grant 

welcomed Jo onto the Parish Council. 

07/17/04 Declarations Of Interests  
As a civil servant supporting the Department for Transport in relation to aviation, Cllr Farrimond 
recused himself from participating in agenda item 07/17/08iv and 07/17/11i. 

07/17/05 Public Participation 
A member of the public requested an update on the works on The Green Triangle. Chairman 
Grant confirmed that work at no 2 Station Road has not been completed and that the top soil 
needs removing and that restoration works to The Green will not commence until  all works on 
site have been resolved. It was agreed that Chairman Grant would request an update from UDC  
and a timetable for completion of the works. 
 A member of the public detailed; 
i. a dirty Wendens Ambo sign on the west of the village, querying whether the Highway Rangers 
could resolve it, but Chairman Grant confirmed that the job would be completed locally. 
ii. damaged road sign leaning at 45' near the entrance to Chinnel Lane, leading down to Chinnel 
Barns. 
iii. heat damaged road surface leading out of Wendens Ambo, reported to ECC, but no 
response to date. 

07/17/06 Previous Minutes 
Councillors agreed the minutes of the June Parish Council meeting as a true and accurate 
records of proceedings and Chairman Isobel Grant signed the minutes. 

07/17/07 Clerk`s Report 
The clerk reported; 
i. The new play park equipment has been detailed to the insurance company but no response 
has yet been received. 
ii. Community Speedwatch volunteers receive training and are supported by Neighborhood 
Policing Teams. They monitor speeding vehicles, educate drivers and identify times and 
locations for police enforcement activity. Offence records are passed on to and handled by the 
Police who can send letters of advice to offenders. 
A coordinator is required to liaise with Police and operators and organise practical 
arrangements, feedback and recruit volunteers. The work can be tedious but CSW can make an 
impact on local drivers. Groups are approved by Neighborhood Policing Teams and operators 
are approved by coordinators - nobody can be deployed before completing training, including 
code of conduct, health and safety, roadside procedure to maintain a high standard of 
competence. Groups require a minimum of 4 volunteers. 
Whomever sets up the group online at community speedwatch becomes the first coordinator 
and the process is straightforward. A link is sent to finalise group details and login details are 
forwarded to access the mandatory training ( 30 minutes and can be retaken.) Once Police 
approval has been granted, final group approval email is sent and practical training booked in 
conjunction with a roadside session where volunteers are given instructions and an opportunity 
to operate the deployed equipment( available through Police/ Road safety/local council or CSW 
online platform) Wearing hi-vis jackets is compulsory. It was agreed that one of the current 
volunteers should be the coordinator and that the clerk would contact Catmere End and 
Littlebury Green for further information. 
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iii. The internal audit has been successfully completed and despatched to the external auditor. 
iv. The list of most pressing issues has been forwarded to County Cllr John Moran, who 
explained that the proposed 20mph speed limit at Duck Street does not fit the ECC criteria (lack 
of surrounding properties or junctions and not near a school or commercial unit)and will not be 
granted, although Cty Cllr Moran did confirm that he is considering speaking with other County 
Cllrs to request a change of policy later in the year and that other matters highlighted would be 
raised with the Highways Panel at his meeting on 4th July, 2017. 
Cty Cllr Moran confirmed that Highways attended Royston Road the day the road melted and 
was subsequently damaged by heavy vehicles ref 2523237 and that a transport firm has 
admitted that they did on occasion speed through the area on that day, although they were not 
overloaded and were licensed. Cty Cllr Moran confirmed that repair of the road is an agenda 
item for the Highways Panel Meeting 4th July, although if approved this would have to be 
financed by the emergency budget. 
Cllr Alan Lovett arrived. 
Cty Cllr Moran resolved to speak to District Cllrs regarding the grass cutting on Drayton Hill and 
the need to maintain sight lines, and will report back to the clerk within a week. 
The Council thanked Cty Cllr Moran for attending the meeting and his work on behalf of the 
Parish Council. 
Cty Cllr Moran left the meeting. 

07/17/08 Financial Report 
i. It was resolved to renew annual membership of the Rural Community Council of Essex at a 
cost of £44 + vat. 
ii. The clerk  presented a statement and review of accounts and cheques for payment; 
705- AJ Figge - defibrillator lighting - £185.00 
706 - WA Village Hall Hire Apr, May, June 2017 - £30.00 
707 - Quarterly distribution of the Parish Magazine - £100.00 
708 - Y Morton - Internal Audit - £50.00 
709 - RCCE membership 2017-18 - £52.80 
710 - Clerk`s salary June 2017 - £282.07 
711 - Clerk`s expenses June 2017 - £82.24 which were approved for payment. 
iii. It was agreed to discuss the Parish Council reserves at the September Parish Council  
meeting. 
iv. It was resolved that the Parish Council would not donate to Stop Stansted Expansion`s 
fighting fund. The Parish Council does not have a mandate to do this. 

07/17/09 Friends of Wendens Ambo Play Park 
 It was resolved to investigate alternative quotations for the repair to the slide and mound in the 
play park for consideration at the September Parish Council meeting. 
The Council expressed thanks to Jocelyn Cole and her team for their hard work and dedication 
to improving the play park. 

07/17/10 Village Works  
i. A member of the public requested that the Council consider relocating the telephone box to 
the west of the parish and housing another defibrillator in it. It was resolved to consider this 
matter at the September Council meeting. 
ii. It was resolved that the memorial seat currently in storage will  replace the damaged bench 
removed from opposite the cricket pitch and that <£30 will be spent on securing the bench and 
creating a solid base. 
iii. It was resolved that the £84 per sq metre quote to tarmac the 8m x 5m entrance to The Wick, 
was too high and that alternative solutions would be sought for approval at the September 
Parish Council meeting. 
iv. It was resolved to accept the quotation of £510 +vat to replace the small gate on The WIck. 
v. It was resolved that the clerk would write to ECC detailing Council concerns regarding the 
need to regularly maintain the grassed area on Drayton Hill and request that the grass is cut 
fortnightly. 
vi. It was resolved that Cllrs Grant and Farrimond would remove the  Royston Road notice 
board on safety grounds. 
District Cllr Julie Redfern arrived. 
 It was resolved that Cllr Morrogh would order the new notice board as agreed, once approval 
from the faculty has been received. 
vii. It was agreed that the information detailing regulations surrounding the flying of drones 
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circulated by the clerk to the village email is sufficient to inform residents and that the two 
reports received of drones in Wendens Ambo may well have been a local resident unaware of 
the regulations at the time. 
viii. Chairman Grant confirmed that she had been unable to speak to Environmental Health at 
UDC and that air quality at Audley End station would be an agenda item at the September 
meeting of the council. It was also noted that buses were having to queue in recent weeks due 
to cars parked inconsiderately with their engines running. 
ix. It was agreed that the new road surface issues had been addressed within the Clerk`s 
Report 07/17/07. 

07/17/11 Planning 
i. UTT/17/1640/SO - Stansted Airport - Scoping Opinion 
Request for EIA scoping opinion under Regulation 15 of The Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 for proposed increase in annual number 
of passengers to 44.5mppa and corresponding increase of 11,000 annual aircraft movements 
with associated construction within the airport boundary including two new links to the runway 
together with six additional aircraft stands. 
It was resolved that the Council raises environmental concerns related to this proposal as 
following; 
Related to flights; CO2, nitrous and nitric oxide increase, noise pollution, particulates, Blue Ice. 
In addition to flights infrastructure effects; Increased traffic on the roads taking passengers and 
workers to and from  the airport will lead to further CO2, nitrous and nitric oxide, noise and 
particulate increases. 
Further increases would also occur, due to; 
a. extra wear and tear on roads requiring repairs. 
b. rubber from tyres contain toxic metals and other chemicals which will enter the rivers and 
streams, adversely affecting wildlife. 
c. the extra buildings required will add to environmental damage, including extra CO2 from 
concrete production. 
d. the extra burden on the railway, already running at near maximum capacity. 
e. the extra flights necessitate extra staff who will have to commute, adding more pollutants. 
f. extra passengers and employees for the airport would increase the water consumption which 
is already a barely adequate supply and the increased sewage output will result in more 
nitrogen in the rivers and streams. 
ii. UTT/17/1454/CLE- Mill House, Royston Road, Wendens Ambo 
Certificate of lawfulness to confirm commencement of proposed alterations and roof extension 
approved under UTT/13/3477/FUL. 
It was resolved that the Council would highlight discrepancies within this application including; 
a. the building can be seen from Royston Road and from Bearwalden Estate. 
b. was the minimal work undertaken conducted before the February 2017 deadline dictated by  
UTT/13/3477/FUL and request that proof or works, such as contractors` invoices, be provided. 

07/17/12 Councillor Responsibilities 
 It was resolved that Chairman Grant would investigate what Sunday in early October the hall 
could be hired to host a meeting of all Village Groups. 
It was also agreed that the Council will  fund the trial six meetings a year of Tea and Chat 
sessions, to be run by Wenden Neighbours in school holiday time at an estimated cost of 
£20/meeting. 

07/17/13 Village Plan 
Chairman Grant  circulated a revised village survey form for consideration and it was agreed 
that Councillors would forward comments and alterations for agreement and distribution in 
September.  

07/17/14 Wendens Ambo Society Request To Dig 
It was agreed that digging of test pits on land owned by Parish Council would go ahead. 
It was resolved that Cllr Grant would meet with Sue Watson to detail specific areas of Chinnel 
Lane and Jubilee Wood suitable for test pits as part of the  archaeological dig on 12 and 13 July 

07/17/15 Matters to be raised for next meeting`s agenda 
i. Wildflower Area - September agenda 
ii. Local Plan - out for consultation 12 July-4 Sept. Clerk to request extension for responses. 
iii. Litter Pick. 
iv. Graffiti. 



 4 

v. Road signs for Duck Street/Rookery Lane 
vi. Orchard in Chinnel Meadow 
vii. Letter to residents of Duck Street and Rookery Lane detailing 20mph decision, providing 
contact details for responses and advocating considerate driving from residents and their 
visitors. 

07/17/16 Public Participation  
District Cllr Julie Redfern  confirmed that Wendens Ambo is a category B village and is not 
allocated development within the new Local Plan. 
The three new settlements proposed are; 
1,900 - Great Chesterford (North Uttlesford Garden Village) - potential to grow to 5,000. 
900 - west of Braintree 
1,800 - Little Easton ( Easton Park) - potential to grow to 10,000. 
A member of the public requested that the Council takes on as assets the memorial tree 
plaques on The Wick which need attention and also raised concerns about the condition of Ron 
Cain`s memorial tree. 
A member of the public detailed a phone scam claiming to block nuisance calls for free but 
requests  date of birth and credit card details. 

 Meeting closed at 22.05 
 

 
 

The date of the next Parish Council Meeting is 4th September, 2017  - Details to be 
confirmed. The draft minutes of the meetings are posted on www.wendensambo.org.uk and 
displayed in the Church Porch, The Fighting Cocks and The Bell.  Members of the public and 
press are welcome to attend any Parish Council meeting. 
    
     
      
 
 

       

http://www.wendensambo.org.uk/

