
 Wendens Ambo Parish Council  
Draft Minutes of Meeting 2nd November 2015  

Wendens Ambo Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, Royston Road, Wendens Ambo, Essex, CB11 4JX at 
8pm.  Present:  Cllr Isobel Grant (Chair), Cllr Jim Grant, Cllr Ann Wade, Cllr Andrew Farrimond and Cllr Guy 
Morrogh.  In Attendance:  Parish Clerk and 3 Members of the Public. 
11/15/01 Chairman ’s Welcome  

Chairman Isobel Grant welcomed those present to the meeting. 
11/15/02 Apologies For Absence 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Alan Lovett, County Cllr John 
Lodge and District Cllrs Robert Chambers and Julie Redfern. Apologies for delayed arrival were 
received and accepted from Cllr Dominic Russell 

11/15/03 Declarations Of Interests  
None declared 

11/15/04 Public Participation  
A request was made for details of the revised planning application received regarding land to 
the rear of 2 and 4 Station Road, Wendens Ambo. Details given but no discussion. 

11/15/05 Previous Minutes 
Councillors agreed the minutes of the October meeting as a true and accurate record of 
proceedings and Chairman Isobel Grant signed the minutes. 

11/15/06 Matters Arising 
Motorway Gates (1/14/09) 
Chairman Isobel Grant confirmed that the Highways Assets Manager has agreed to repair the 
fencing when funds are available, which should be within the next five years, and hopefully 
significantly earlier. 
Cllr Dominic Russell arrived. 
Installation of Defibrillator Sign (12/14/14) 
Cllr Wade showed the meeting the sign which will be located on the side wall of the Village Hall 
to identify the location of the defibrillator. 
Maintenance 
Cllr Grant requested that the investigation into flooding in Clanver End is carried forward to the 
December PC meeting.  
Parking Issues 
It was agreed that the clerk would commence a Land Registry Search of the area to clarify 
ownership of the land. 
A member of the public arrived. 
It was agreed that Cllr Russell would discuss the Parish Council`s concerns about parking on 
the grass triangle in Station Road with the owner of the car parked there. Plans to enhance the 
green space with signage and possible shrubbery to create a focal point in the area were 
discussed. 
Church Renovations 
It was agreed to carry this matter forward to the December PC meeting as no costings have 
been received. 
Councillor Training 
It was agreed that the clerk would coordinate delivery of the 2 hour EALC councillor training 
course, including modules on powers and duties, roles and responsibilities, handling 
complaints, participatory budgeting and query whether a planning module could be introduced 
for the remaining 15 minutes. 
Cycle Path 
It was agreed that Cllr Russell would approach Access For Walden for support in the Parish 
Council`s written complaint to Essex County Council regarding the many ongoing issues 
surrounding the cycle path. 
Village Plan Letter 
It was agreed that Cllr Russell would incorporate Cllr Farrimond and Morrogh`s comments into 
his circulated letter, with a view to distributing the finalised letter within the December Parish 
Newsletter. 
Defibrillator Letter 
It was agreed that the note being delivered to residents detailing the locations of the 
defibrillators and including lists of trained volunteers and their contact numbers, would not be 
published on the village website. 
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School Transport 
Cllr Farrimond agreed to submit an article to the Parish Magazine highlighting current issues 
regarding free transport to primary and secondary schools, and the need for further 
investigation before assuming that free transport will be allocated. 
Bulb Planting 
Reminder – 10.30am on Saturday 7th November at The Wick. The Parish Council have 
approximately 900 daffodil bulbs and 100s of muscari and snowdrops. Suggestions for planting 
areas encouraged. All welcome.  

11/15/07 
 

Planning  
i UTT/15/3205/HHF – Weald House, Nats Lane, Wendens Ambo 
Demolition of single storey garage, conservatory and annexe. Construction of two storey 
extensions, new cart lodge and garden room and remodelling of driveway. 
It was agreed that the Parish Council has no objection to this planning application, but requests 
that consideration is given to any possible issues of overlooking which may affect neighbouring 
properties 
ii.UTT/15/3031/OPP – Land east of Glebe Cottages, Royston Road, Wendens Ambo. 
Concerns were expressed about the fact that this application is outside the Village Development 
Area and the possible dangerous entrance. It was agreed that this application would be 
discussed fully and comments agreed at an extra-ordinary Parish Council Meeting during 
November - to be arranged by the Clerk. 
It was agreed that the clerk would investigate suitable dates for an extraordinary planning 
meeting and report back. Cllr Wade will investigate and report back the details of the 
Development Boundary Review procedure. It was commented that there are trees on this land 
which should be considered for Tree Protection Orders (TPO’s). 
An application for 2 , 4 Station Road was received too late to be discussed at the meeting. The 
previous application has been withdrawn. The new application will be discussed at the extra-
ordinary Parish Council Meeting in November. 

11/15/08 Financial Report  
i.Jim Grant presented a statement and review of accounts and cheques; 
588 – Hardy Landscapes July - £244.80 
589 – Clerk`s salary - £191.20 
590 – HMRC - £48.00 
591 – Guy Morrogh – safety vests - £27.50 
592 – Hardy Landscapes October - £122.40 
593 – Clerk`s expenses for Oct 2015 - £43.65 
594 – Village Hall Sept and Oct 2015 - £20.00 
for payment. These were agreed. 
ii. It was agreed that Cllr Wade would commence the process to become a cheque signatory. 
iii. It was agreed to finalise the details of the 2016/17 budget at the December Parish Council 
meeting. 
iv. It was agreed to circulate suggested projects for 2016/17 for agreement at the December 
Parish Council meeting. 

11/15/09 Friends of Wendens Ambo Playpark 
It was noted that when a specific plan is received and approved, that the Parish Council will be 
required to request permission from the diocese and arrange adequate insurance. 

11/15/10 Local Plan 
Cllr Russell detailed points highlighted at the recent Local Plan meeting, including; 
i. the Issues and Options consultation which does not raise any Proposed Areas for Search in 
or near Wendens Ambo, but does highlight larger villages which provide services to a wide rural 
area, which are on the Wendens Ambo boundary. 
ii.the importance of maintaining communication between Parish and District Councils. 
iii.the opinion that the village the size of Wendens Ambo would be best served by their own 
plan, which should be shared with the district council. 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would agree a response to the Local Plan Issues and 
Consultation at the extraordinary planning meeting 

11/15/11 Possible Railway Line Expansion 
Cllr Grant detailed an article in the Cambridge Evening News which reported that Alan 
Haslehurst chairs the West Anglia Taskforce which reports on proposed vital improvements to 
the London-Oxford-Cambridge railway and how Stansted Airport can be enabled to expand. 
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The report mentions replacement of the 2 track permanent way with 4 track permanent way, to 
be delivered by 2030 and linked with CrossRail2, possibly creating up to 70,000 homes and 
20,000 jobs, but not detailing the location of the 4 track 

11/15/12 Adoption of Telephone Box 
It was agreed that the clerk would submit a request for suggested uses for the newly adopted 
box in the Parish Magazine. 
It was commented that the possibility of changing the light bulb to a low energy bulb should be 
considered. 

11/15/13 Mobile Library 
The attendance of the mobile library has been advertised in the Parish Magazine and on the 
notice boards and website. Cllr Farrimond also agreed to raise this matter with the Pre-School 
for circulation to interested families. 

11/15/14 Essex Rural Strategy Questionnaire 
Chairman Grant confirmed completion of her copy of the questionnaire and expressed concern 
over the extensive nature of the 55 questions. 

11/15/15 Matters to be raised for next meeting`s agenda 
Rookery Lane – overgrown hedges 
Superfast Broadband – cabinet now connected in the village, availability may depend on 
location. Cllr Farrimond to advertise in Parish Magazine and website. 
Treasure Hunt – confirm arrangements for Boxing Day. 
Litter Pick – consider alternative times/ event structure to attract new helpers 
Village Fayre – 18th June, 2016 – formal application required, plus copy of insurance 
documents. 

11/15/16 Public Participation 
Concerns were raised over issues raised at Dodna Lane, and also issues brought to Essex 
County Council`s attention, not reaching resolution. 
Meeting closed at 22.25pm 

 

 
 
 

The date of the next Parish Council Meeting is 7th December, 2015 at 8.00pm.  The draft 
minutes of the meetings are posted on www.wendensambo.org.uk and displayed in the 
Church Porch, The Fighting Cocks and The Bell.  Members of the public and press are 
welcome to attend any Parish Council meeting. 
 
        
       
 

http://www.wendensambo.org.uk/

