Paul Gadd County Councillor Update
Wendens Ambo Parish Council 16/6/25
[Note, items in italics are repeats from last month, still unresolved]
1. Locality Fund for 2025/26
a. Arrangements for this year seem to be as for previous years, so I will have £5,000 to award on a similar basis to before. Let me know if you have any projects;
2. Highways matters affecting the parish: 
a. B1039 potholes – they’ve finally been mended, although I see more are springing up;
b. I’ve forwarded you “details of the intended closure of Cambridge Road, Mutlow Hill, London Road, due to commence on 27th October 2025 for 8 nights (20.00-05.00). The closure is required for the safety of the public and workforce while Essex County Council  undertakes surface dressing works.”, although given the number of times this has been postponed, I’m not holding my breath. I will keep chasing, but I can’t get the junction white lining done in the meantime;
c. Rookery Lane potholes – reference number  2958494 – still no progress
3. LHP matters: 
a. We’ve now been told that the LHPs will continue, but haven’t been told the funding level, and have been told that they will only look at improvements which are already in the system and clearly deliverable within the next 2 years. We have just been told that all the LHPs have to meet before the end of June, and the date selected is a date that I am away! If there is anything affecting the parish that you would like considered, let me know and I’ll see if there is any chance of adding new schemes;
b. On the Uttlesford LHP and its awful past performance more generally, I’ve continued to chase through the scrutiny process, but still can’t find anyone at ECC who is interested. My questions concerning their past performance were resubmitted through the Place Services Committee, and again Essex Highways refused to answer most of them. There was another Scrutiny Committee meeting in May – rightly or wrongly, I decided not to attend until Essex Highways were forced to answer properly, but it appears that no-one in ECC has the will to ask them to do so. As before, I can only apologise.
4. ECC matters:
a. Healthcare – district nurses: I’ve had a recent complaint that district nurses are now not performing 1 year health checks in person but instead doing them remotely. I’ve chased the issue through the Healthcare Scrutiny Committee and ECC have confirmed that they have reduced the service. It appears that in person visits are made to targeted families, and that anyone else can request them, although families may not know this – let me know if you have had this raised as a local issue.
